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2019 Innovation Partnership Zone Designation 

The Department of Commerce is pleased to release this year’s 2019 application materials for the designation of Innovation Partnership Zones (IPZ).

	Background

Background



	


RCW 43.330.270 mandates that the Department of Commerce designate IPZs every odd-numbered year.  Designations for this designation round will be made on October 1, 2019.  The next designation opportunity will be in 2019.  IPZ designation carries for four years.
	  Eligible Applicants


Cities, counties, ports, workforce development councils and economic development councils may apply for IPZ designation. 
	Applicant Teleconferences

Join us to help you determine your eligibility and improve your application process.  Please RSVP your participation at IPZ@commerce.wa.gov.
Also, you can check out our FAQ on the website.
Designation overview and Q & A

June 12, 2019 (2:00-3:00 p.m.) – RSVP by 6/11/17.

· Call 360-407-3780, enter the “pin” number = __________# (You must include the # sign.)

NOTE:  If you have problems getting into the conferencing system, stay on the line and the State Conferencing Operator will be alerted and will assist you; or please call 360-902-3310.

Notice of Intent to Apply - Initial Threshold Application 

July 14, 2019 – Notice of intent and threshold application due.
Submit initial threshold application as intent to apply for designation at IPZ@commerce.wa.gov.

July 21, 2019 – Notify applicants of whether they met threshold and provide technical assistance if needed.

Part 2 of Application (if threshold is met) – IPZ Designation

August 7, 2019 – Part 2 of application is due (memorandum of understanding, other letters of support and business plan).

September 11-13, 2019 (location TBD) –  Applicants will be required to provide a 15 minute oral presentation to the IPZ selection team; and also be available for a 15 minute Q & A.  See page 3 for a description of the oral presentation.

September 30, 2019 – IPZ designations will be made. Announcement will be made prior or on October 1, 2019.
See page 4 for instructions for submitting your application.  

Please note:  Part 2 of the application process includes a significant number of required signatures.  We advise that you begin to collect these signatures as soon as possible.

	IPZ Re – Designation (Re-Designation occurs this year for 11 IPZ’s)
Instructions for submitting your application for re-designation:  
Your completed application and attachments must be received by the Department of Commerce no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 24, 2019.

Electronic Submission

Submit your application electronically to IPZ@commerce.wa.gov
Hard Copy Follow-up (By Mail) - Due July 31, 2019

· A complete hard copy of the application and attachments with original signatures must be received by the Department of Commerce no later than 5:00 p.m. July 31, 2019.  An electronic copy of the application must have been received by Commerce no later than 12:00 p.m. on July 24, 2019, for your application to be eligible.
· Submit by hard copy the exact replica of the application packet submitted electronically.  No changes to the materials submitted electronically will be accepted.  Designation review will be made from the electronic application submitted.
Mail to:

Jaclyn Perez, Business Services Division

Department of Commerce

1011 Plum Street SE

PO Box 42525

Olympia, WA   98504-2525

September 11-13, 2019 (location TBD) –  If the review team has additional questions, or needs more information to make the decision on whether to re-designate, applicants will be required to provide a 15 minute oral presentation to the IPZ selection team; and also be available for a 15 minute Q & A.  See page 3 for a description of the oral presentation.

September 30, 2019 but by or before, October 1, 2019 – IPZ re-designations will be made.

Business Plan - Please note:  If your IPZ is re-designated, a new Business Plan will be due by November 15, 2019.  If a new Business Plan is not received by Commerce by 5:00 p.m. November 15, 2019, the IPZ will be de-designated.  

	


	IPZ Funding




No operating funds have been provided by the state Legislature for the IPZ program.  Some capital funds were provided in the 2007 state capital budget for competitive grants.  In 2009 $1.5 million in capital funds was awarded through a competitive grant process to existing IPZs. In 2013, $13.5 million in capital funds were directly appropriated by the Legislature to five IPZ’s.  At this time there is no new operating or capital funds designated for IPZs.

	Reasons to Apply for IPZ Designation



	

	


· Marketing.  The power of a brand.

· Future funding potential.  As the state places greater emphasis on regional economies, innovation, and cluster development, IPZs may be well-positioned for funding.

· Grant applications.  Designation may give you a competitive advantage for federal funds or foundation grants.

· Create a knowledge-economy in your region.
· Facilitates collaborative partnerships.

	IPZ Key Criteria


	

	


IPZs are areas that possess (or show substantial planning toward):

· Commercially valuable research capacity (i.e., college, national lab)

· Globally-competitive firms in a research-based industry

· Education/training capacity

Designated IPZs are eligible to use the Washington State IPZ brand.  Additionally, designated IPZs are eligible to levy authority under sales and use tax for public facilities in rural counties, and are eligible for the state Job Skills Program. 
	Designation Application Materials 



	

	


Several documents are included in the application materials to help you evaluate whether an IPZ may exist in your community and if it is ready to apply for designation.
· RCW 43.330.270
· IPZ Criterion
The complete IPZ Designation Application packet includes the above two documents and the following three documents.  We have included a sample MOU because we found that this is one of the most challenging aspects.  Prior applicants have requested models.
· IPZ Intent to Apply and Threshold Application
· IPZ Designation Application Part 2
· Sample Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
	15 Minute Oral Presentation


	


Designation:  Summation of business plan. Re-designation: successes, and future goals of partners.
The designation meeting will be held at or near SeaTac, time and place TBD.
	Other


	


Check the IPZ website regularly for an updated Q&A as well as information about the IPZ program.  http://www.choosewashington.com/business/partnership/Pages/default.aspx
Program staff can be reached at IPZ@commerce.wa.gov.
Innovation Partnership Zone

Application Submission Instructions

An electronic copy and hard copy of the application are required.
	Electronic Submittal of Part 2 of the application – 

Due August 7, 2019
Your completed application and attachments must be received by the Department of Commerce no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 7, 2019.

Electronic Submission

· Submit your application electronically to IPZ@commerce.wa.gov.

· To email the application, send the completed application and attachments as a single PDF document.  

· Attachments should be clearly marked as “Attachment X” at the top, right-hand corner of the documents.

· The order of the application and attachments should be as follows:

· Completed application

· Attachment A –  Memorandum of Understanding

· Attachment B – Letters of Support

· Attachment C – Business Plan

· Business Plan attachments, if any

· Signatures

· The Memorandum of Agreement must be fully executed upon submission.

NOTE:  To receive notification of delivery:  Use the message “Options” function for your email service and select “Request a Delivery Receipt”.   



	Hard Copy Follow-up (By Mail) - Due August 21, 2019

· A complete hard copy of the application and attachments with original signatures must be received by the Department of Commerce no later than 5:00 p.m. August 21, 2019.  An electronic copy of the application must have been received by Commerce no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 7, 2019, for your application to be eligible.
· Submit by hard copy the exact replica of the application packet submitted electronically.  No changes to the materials submitted electronically will be accepted.  Designation review will be made from the electronic application submitted.
Mail to:

Jaclyn Perez, Business Services Division

Department of Commerce

1011 Plum Street SE

PO Box 42525

Olympia, WA   98504-2525
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